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Prayer in Public Worship: 

A Priority or Pattern?  



➢ Jeremiah 23:23–24  “Am I a God near at 

hand,” says the LORD, “And not a God afar 

off? 24 Can anyone hide himself in secret 

places, So I shall not see him?” says the 

LORD; “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” 

says the LORD.



I. Prayer in Public Worship: A Priority or Pattern?

➢ 1 Timothy 2:1–4 Therefore I exhort first of all that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who 

are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For 

this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 

Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth, 



A. The Priority of Prayer - we are exhorted to 

make prayer a priority in our public worship.

➢ 1 Timothy 2:1  Therefore I exhort first of all

that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and giving of thanks be made for all men, 



A. The priority of prayer - we are exhorted to 

make prayer a priority in our public worship.

➢ 1 Timothy 3:14–15 These things I write to you, 

though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I 

am delayed, I write so that you may know how 

you ought to conduct yourself in the house 

of God, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and ground of the truth, 



A. The priority of prayer - we are exhorted to 

make prayer a priority in our public worship.

➢ 1 Timothy 2:1  Therefore I exhort first of all

that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and giving of thanks be made for all men, 



A. The priority of prayer - we are exhorted to 

make prayer a priority in our public worship.

➢ Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be 

made known to God, 



A. The priority of prayer - we are exhorted to 

make prayer a priority in our public worship.

➢ Colossians 4:2 Continue earnestly in prayer, 

being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;



B. The people for whom we are to pray –
we are exhorted to pray for all people and 

especially those in positions of greatest influence.

➢ 1 Timothy 2:1–2a Therefore I exhort first of 

all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and giving of thanks be made for all men, 
2 for kings and all who are in authority, 



C. The passion of our prayer in public worship.

➢ 1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God which 

is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 

who in every place call on the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours 



C. The passion of our prayer in public worship.

1. Pleasing God must fuel our passion to 

pray!

➢ 1 Timothy 2:3 For this is good and 

acceptable/pleasing in the sight of God our 

Savior



1. Pleasing God must fuel our passion to 

pray!

➢ Deuteronomy 6:18 And you shall do what is

right and good in the sight of the LORD, 

that it may be well with you, . . . 



1. Pleasing God must fuel our passion to 

pray!

➢ Deuteronomy 12:28  Observe and obey all 

these words which I command you, that it 

may go well with you and your children 

after you forever, when you do what is

good and right in the sight of the LORD

your God. 



1. Pleasing God must fuel our passion to 

pray!

➢ Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. 



C. The Passion of our Prayer in Public Worship.

2. It pleases God when we pray for people to  

be saved!

➢ 1 Tim 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable

in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who 

desires all men to be saved and to come 

to the knowledge of the truth



C. The Passion of our Prayer in Public Worship.

3. It pleases God when we pray for the 

Restraint of Evil in our Society!

➢ 1 Timothy 2:2  for kings and all who are in 

authority, that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and 

reverence (dignity)



➢ Jeremiah 23:23–24  “Am I a God near at 

hand,” says the LORD, “And not a God afar 

off? 24 Can anyone hide himself in secret 

places, So I shall not see him?” says the 

LORD; “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” 

says the LORD.
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