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  Learning to Live LIFE  

as a Gift not gain 



Ecclesiastes 6:12  
For who knows what is good for man in 

life, all the days of his vain (frustrating and 

puzzling) life which he passes like a 

shadow? Who can tell a man what will 

happen after him under the sun? 



 Ecclesiastes 10:12–14 (McCabe) 
 

12 Words from a wise man’s mouth are gracious, 

but the lips of a fool consume him.  
 

13 The words of his mouth begin in foolishness, and 

his talk ends in wicked madness;  
 

14 yet the fool multiplies his words. No man knows 

what will happen, and who can tell him what will 

happen after him? 



Stop Pretending And Start Living 



 
 

 Ecclesiastes 11:1–4 
 

1 Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it after 

many days.  
 

2 Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, For you do not 

know what evil will be on the earth.  
 

3 If the clouds are full of rain, They empty themselves upon 

the earth; And if a tree falls to the south or the north, In the 

place where the tree falls, there it shall lie.  
 

4 He who observes the wind will not sow, And he who regards 

the clouds will not reap.  



 Ecclesiastes 11:5–6  
 

5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind, Or 

how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with 

child, So you do not know the works of God who 

makes everything.  
 

6 In the morning sow your seed, and in the evening do 

not withhold your hand; For you do not know which 

will prosper, either this or that, or whether both alike 

will be good.”  



Stop Pretending And Start Living 
 

 

 v. 2  - For you do not know what evil will be on the earth 

 

 v. 5 - you do not know what is the way of the wind 

 

 v. 5 - you do not know the works of God who makes 

everything 

 

 v. 6 - you do not know which will prosper  

 



 1 John 3:9 (NKJV)  
Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed 
remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born 
of God. 
 

 1 John 3:9 (ESV) 
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s 

seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, 
because he has been born of God. 
 

 1 John 3:9 (NA27 Int.)  
Πᾶς ὁ γεγεννημένος ἐκ τοῦ θεοῦ ἁμαρτίαν οὐ ποιεῖ, ὅτι 
σπέρμα αὐτοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ μένει, καὶ οὐ δύναται ἁμαρτάνειν, 
ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ θεοῦ γεγέννηται 
 



A. Stop Pretending that: 
1. You can know/direct the future. 



Ecclesiastes 11:1–4  
1 Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it 

after many days. 
  

2 Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, For you 

do not know what evil will be on the earth.  
 

3 If the clouds are full of rain, They empty themselves 

upon the earth; And if a tree falls to the south or the 

north, In the place where the tree falls, there it shall lie. 
  

4 He who observes the wind will not sow, And he who 

regards the clouds will not reap.  



 
 We need to be praying earnestly for God to transform our 

lives and produce excited SERVANTS who will spend 

their lives well.  

 

 SEND OUT your BREAD – TAKE RISKS FOR THE 

SAKE OF HIS NAME –  

 

 SEEK first His KINGDOM – Be a Disciple who MAKES 

other Disciples 



A. Stop Pretending that: 
1. You can know/direct the future.  

2. You know how to do what only God can do. 
 



Ecclesiastes 11:5  
As you do not know what is the way of the wind, Or 

how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with 

child, so you do not know the works of God who 

makes everything.  
 

McCabe Trans:  Just as you do not know what is the 

path of the wind, or how the bones are formed in the 

womb of a pregnant woman, so you do not know 

the works of God, who makes everything. 



Job 38:12 “Have you commanded the morning 

since your days began, And caused the dawn to 

know its place,  
 

 

Job 38:19–20 “Where is the way to the dwelling of 

light? And darkness, where is its place,      20 

That you may take it to its territory, That you may 

know the paths to its home? 
 

 

 Job 38:33  Do you know the ordinances of the 

heavens? Can you set their dominion over the 

earth?  



James 4:13–16  
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we 

will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, 

buy and sell, and make a profit”;  
14 whereas you do not know what will happen 

tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor 

that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.  
15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 

shall live and do this or that.”  
16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such 

boasting is evil.  



A. Stop Pretending that: 
1. You can know/direct the future.  

2. You know how to do what only God can do. 

3. You know how to guarantee success while 

avoiding failure. 
 



Ecclesiastes 11:6  
In the morning sow your seed, And in the evening do not 

withhold your hand; For you do not know which will 

prosper, Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be 

good.  

 

McCabe Translation  
In the morning sow your seed and at evening do not let 

your hands be idle, for you do not know which will 

succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do 

equally well 



B. Start Living By: 
1. Loving Others Sacrificially 



Ecclesiastes 11:1–2  
1 Cast your bread upon the waters, for you 

will find it after many days.  
 

2 Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, 

for you do not know what evil will be on the 

earth.  



 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7  
6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully.  
7 So let each one give as he purposes in his 

heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God 

loves a cheerful giver.  



B. Start Living by:  
1. Loving Others Sacrificially.  

 

“Ministry that Costs you nothing will 

produce nothing.”  



B. Start Living by:  
2. Serving the Lord Fervently.  
 



Ecclesiastes 11:6  
In the morning sow your seed, and in 

the evening do not withhold your 

hand; For you do not know which will 

prosper, either this or that, or whether 

both alike will be good.  



1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved 

brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  
 

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word 

or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  



 
 

B. Start Living by:  
3. Investing God’s gift of life in things that 

really matter  (i.e. that are eternal).  
 



Ecclesiastes 11:1–2  
1 Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will 

find it after many days. 2 Give a serving to 

seven, and also to eight, . . .  
 

  Ecclesiastes 11:6  
In the morning sow your seed, and in the 

evening do not withhold your hand; . . . 



GOD IS ETERNAL – Unchanging – GOOD   



 

1 Timothy 6:11   
But you, O man of God, flee these things and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, patience, gentleness.  
 



Titus 2:11–12   
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation 

has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, 

denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 

should live soberly, righteously, and godly 

in the present age.  



2 Peter 1:3   
as His divine power has given to us all things 

that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue.  
 

2 Peter 3:11 
Therefore, since all these things will be 

dissolved, what manner of persons ought you 

to be in holy conduct and godliness.  



GOD’s Word Is ETERNAL    
 



2 Timothy 3:16–17 All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of 

God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.  
 



2 Timothy 2:15  
Be diligent to present yourself approved to 

God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  



Psalm 119:9 How can a young man cleanse his 

way? By taking heed according to Your word.  
 

 

Psalm 119:11 Your word I have hidden in my 

heart, That I might not sin against You.  
 

 

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 

And a light to my path. 
 

 

Psalm 119:130 The entrance of Your words 

gives light; It gives understanding to the simple 



Jeremiah 15:16  
Your words were found, and I ate them, and 

Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing 

of my heart; For I am called by Your name,   

O LORD God of hosts.  
 

1 John 2:1  
My little children, these things I write to you, so 

that you may not sin.  



The Souls Of Men Are ETERNAL 



2 Corinthians 12:15  
And I will very gladly spend and be 

spent for your souls; though the more 

abundantly I love you, the less I am loved.  
 

1 Timothy 2:3–4  
3 For this is good and acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all 

men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.  


