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Ecclesiastes   
Learning to Live LIFE as a 

Gift not gain.  



 Ecclesiastes 3:12–13 I know that nothing is better 
for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their 
lives, 13 and also that every man should eat and 
drink and enjoy the good of all his labor—it is the 
gift of God. 
 

 Ecclesiastes 3:22 So I perceived that nothing is 
better than that a man should rejoice in his own 
works, for that is his heritage. For who can bring 
him to see what will happen after him?  

 

 

 



Sin aims always at the utmost; every time it rises up 

to tempt or entice, might it have its own course, it would 

go out to the utmost sin in that kind. Every unclean 

thought or glance would be adultery if it could; every 

covetous desire would be oppression, every thought 

of unbelief would be atheism, might it grow to its head. 

Men may come to that, that sin may not be heard 

speaking a scandalous word in their hearts – that is, 

provoking to any great sin with scandal in its mouth; but 

yet every rise of lust, might it have its course, would 

come to the height of villainy: it is like the grave that 

is never satisfied.  



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

A.   A Selfish Heart leads to Oppression, v. 1-3. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 4:1–3 Then I returned and considered all the 

oppression that is done under the sun: And look! The 

tears of the oppressed, But they have no comforter— On 

the side of their oppressors there is power, But they 

have no comforter. 2 Therefore I praised the dead who 

were already dead, More than the living who are still alive. 
3 Yet, better than both is he who has never existed, Who 

has not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.  

 

 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

A.   A Selfish Heart leads to Oppression, v. 1-3. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 4:2 Therefore I praised the dead who were 

already dead, More than the living who are still alive.  

 
 McCabe’s Trans: So I extolled the dead who had already 

died more than the living who are still alive. 
 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

A.   A Selfish Heart leads to Oppression, v. 1-3. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 4:3 Yet, better than both is he who has never 

existed, Who has not seen the evil work that is done under 

the sun.  

 

 McCabe’s Trans: But better than both is the one who has 

never existed, who has never seen the evil activity that 

has been done under the sun. 

 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

A.   A Selfish Heart leads to Oppression, v. 1-3. 

 

 Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the 

love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit who was given to us.  

 

 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

B. A Selfish Heart is filled with ENVY, v. 4-6. 

 
 Ecclesiastes 4:4–6 Again, I saw that for all toil and every 

skillful work a man is envied by his neighbor. This also is 
vanity and grasping for the wind. 5 The fool folds his 
hands And consumes his own flesh. 6 Better a handful with 
quietness Than both hands full, together with toil and 
grasping for the wind.  

 

 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

B. A Selfish Heart is filled with ENVY, v. 4-6. 

 Ecclesiastes 4:6 Better a handful with quietness Than both 
hands full, together with toil and grasping for the wind.  

 

 1 Timothy 6:6 Now godliness with contentment is great 

gain. 

 1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 

of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their 

greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 

sorrows 

 

 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

C. A Selfish Heart yields loneliness, v. 7-8. 

 
 Ecclesiastes 4:7–8 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under 

the sun: 8 There is one alone, without companion: He has 
neither son nor brother. Yet there is no end to all his labors, 
Nor is his eye satisfied with riches. But he never asks, “For 
whom do I toil and deprive myself of good?” This also is 
vanity and a grave misfortune.  

 

 

 



A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

 

D. How can we restrain our selfish hearts, v. 9-12. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 Two are better than one, Because 

they have a good reward for their labor. 10 For if they fall, 

one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone 

when he falls, For he has no one to help him up. 11 Again, if 

two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can 

one be warm alone? 12 Though one may be overpowered 

by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is 

not quickly broken.  

 

 

 



 

 

A Selfish Heart will not Enjoy God’s Gift of Life   

E. The Sad End of a Selfish Heart, v. 13-16. 
 

 Ecclesiastes 4:13–16 Better a poor and wise youth Than 

an old and foolish king who will be admonished no 

more. 14 For he comes out of prison to be king, Although 

he was born poor in his kingdom. 15 I saw all the living who 

walk under the sun; They were with the second youth who 

stands in his place. 16 There was no end of all the people 

over whom he was made king; Yet those who come 

afterward will not rejoice in him. Surely this also is 

vanity (a frustrating puzzlement) and grasping for the 

wind.  


